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REMARKS 



Patent 



Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of this application as amended. 
Claims 1-92 were pending in the application. Claims 1, 3-4, 10-1 1, 24, 27, 33, 47, 51, 56, 
62, 72, and 77 have been amended. Claims 2, 8-9, 14-23, 25, 31-32, 37-46, 48-50, 52-55, 
60-61, 64-71, 75-76, and 79-92 have been canceled without prejudice. No claims have 
been added. 



Election/Restriction 

In response to the restriction requirement, Applicants elects with traverse to 
prosecute invention A as claimed by claims 1-13, 24-36, 47-51, 56-63, 72-78, and 85-87. 
The remaining claims 14-23, 37-46, 52-55, 64-71, 79-84, and 88-92 have been canceled 
without prejudice. Note that Applicants do not necessarily agree with the Examiner's 
reasoning for issuing the restriction requirement. However, the current election is made 
solely for the purpose of obtaining an issued patent as soon as possible. Applicants 
reserve the right to further pursue the canceled claims in one or more continuation and/or 
divisional applications. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 32 is objected to because of minor informality. However, claim 32 has 
been canceled without prejudice, and thus, obviating the objection. Withdrawal of the 
objection is respectfully requested. 
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Rejections Under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) 

Claims 1-8, 13, 24-31, 36, 47-49, 56-60, 72-75, 78 and 85-87 stand rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,449,598 by Gordon M. 
Green ("Green") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,490,619 of Debora J. Byrne ("Byrne"). 
Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner indicated that claims 9, 32, 50, 61, and 76 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Applicants have amended the corresponding 
independent claims 1, 24, 47, 56, and 72 to incorporate the allowable subject matter. 
Applicants respectfully submit that the independent claims 1, 24, 47, 56, and 72 as 
amended are now patentable over the cited art and allowance of claims 1 , 24, 47, 56, and 
72 is earnestly solicited. 

The remaining claims 3-7, 10-13, 26-30, 33-36, 51, 57-59, 62-63, 73-74, and 77- 
78 as amended depend, directly or indirectly, from the allowable independent claims 1, 
24, 47, 56, and 72, respectively. Therefore, claims 3-7, 10-13, 26-30, 33-36, 51, 57-59, 
62-63, 73-74, and 77-78 are patentable over the cited art. Withdrawal of the rejections is 
respectfully requested. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully submits that the rejections have been overcome by the 
amendments and remarks, and that the claims as amended are now in condition for 
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allowance. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the rejections be withdrawn and 
the claims as amended be allowed. 

If there are any additional charges, please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2666 
for any fee deficiency that may be due. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP 



Date: May 5, 2004 




Chui-kiu Teresa Wong 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 48,042 



12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90025-1026 
(408) 720-8300 
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